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Cheatham Strives to Meet
Family Needs 

SETS UP ONSITE FOOD PANTRY AND DISTRIBUTION

OCTOBER 2021

MARK YOUR
CALENDAR

WakeUp Club students help pack food for distribution.

October 1st
END OF QUARTER 1

October 4th-8th
FALL BREAK

     At Cheatham, we strive to provide our students the best environment
for learning. We know that goal cannot happen when children's basic
needs are not being met. With the pandemic still lingering, data shows
that it is proving difficult for families to meet these essential needs. 
    To ease their burden, Cheatham has partnered with St. Mary's Food
bank to create an onsite food pantry that makes it convenient for students
and their families to access food throughout the school year. Having a
pantry on campus provides students and their families easier access to
food assistance and allows them to feel more comfortable in accessing
this assistance.  Every other week students who are part of the WakeUp
Club pack backpacks to capacity with unperishable food items such as
canned fruit and vegetables, pasta, cereal, and beans.  
    Our hope to expand this service to those outside our walls and continue
our mission to have an impact on the greater Laveen community. We are
grateful to St. Mary's Food Bank and those who have made this possible. 
   
- Your Principal, Kristi Pashley

October 13th
HALF DAY

$1 DRESS DOWN
FACEBOOK READ ALOUD

October 21st-22nd
HALF DAY

PARENT CONFERENCES

October 27th
HALF DAY

$1 DRESS DOWN
FACEBOOK READ ALOUD

October 29th
CURRICULUM NIGHT

October 15th
PICTURE DAY



Blue Watermelon Project
Brings Culinary Lessons to

the Garden
STUDENTS MAKE AND TASTE NEW FOODS

      Earlier this year, Cheatham received a grant to participate
in the Blue Watermelon Project and this month we got to see
the benefits of their work.  
      Inspired and led by the efforts of Chef Charleen Badman of
FnB Restaurant, Blue Watermelon Project is a grassroots
group of chefs, restaurateurs, farmers, and community food
advocates in Arizona who focus on nutrition and education.
They believe in good food, equal and fair access to it.
      That's where our students come in! Fifth graders from Ms.
Acosta's class learned first hand from Chef Tamara Stranger
about the history of chickpeas and how to prepare them. 
 Each one was able to make their own healthy snack and
then planted seeds to grow.  With just one lesson, students
are excited about their new food and anxiously awaiting their
next garden experience.

      

Building
Community

Partners
 

In the past we have
recognized the community

businesses that have
partnered with Cheatham to
make learning opportunities
possible. However, some of

our biggest partners in
education are our friendly

neighbors!   
 

Thank you to Karen and Carl
for your generous donations

of books. You have put a
huge smile on our librarian

and every student who reads
these books.  

 

 
Interested in becoming a

community partner? 
Please contact Brittney Downs at

bdowns@laveeneld.org
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Fifth grade student learns how to properly plant chickpeas.

https://www.jamesbeard.org/blog/this-chef-has-big-dreams-for-school-food?
http://www.facebook.com/cheathamschool


WHAT'S NEW?
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JR.  COACHES

The Playworks Junior Coach Program
helps empower students to be healthy
and effective leaders among their
peers. The program trains 4th-5th
graders to assist students with
organizing, leading, and monitoring
healthy interactions during recess.

with Playworks

CURRICULUM NIGHT

Mark your calendars for a night of
learning, fun, and growing. Come
with the whole family and learn more
about our curriculum and how to
support your child at home. Leave
with lots of ideas to continue learning
outside the classroom.

Have Fun and Watch Us Grow

SPORTS ARE BACK

After-school sports for grades 6th-8th
start when we return from fall break. 
 Winter sports include boys basketball,
coed softball, and cheerleading. 
 Check with your child's teacher for
more information regarding tryouts.

Basketball and Softball

http://www.facebook.com/cheathamschool


SOCIAL MEDIA

A Message from the 
Laveen School District Administration 

 

September 23,  2021 

Dear Families:  

The Laveen School District strives to provide excellent facil it ies to support the
learning and safety of our students and to positively contribute to the
environment in our neighborhoods.  

Over the last few weeks,  school districts across the nation have reported an
increase in theft and vandalism primarily driven by a recent TikTok challenge.
The challenge,  t it led “Devious Licks,”  encourages students to steal objects and
share what they’ve taken on social  media.  Unfortunately,  this trend has made its
way to some of our schools with bathroom supplies such as soap dispensers and
air dryers being stolen and vandalism similar to the TikTok trend occurring on
our campuses.  

At the same time, several valley high schools have had to evacuate or cancel
classes due to threats of suspicious devices or hazardous materials .  

We ask all  our families to speak with their children about social  media,  making
good choices,  and respecting others.  Vandalism is not an innocent prank.  It
takes personnel t ime and financial  resources away from other more important
areas.  Threatening an educational institution is a criminal act.  Any student
found to have participated in either situation will  face disciplinary action that
may include paying restitution and law enforcement involvement.  

I f  you or your child has any information to share that will  stop further incidents
from occurring,  please contact your school’s  administration.  

Thank you for your continued support in ensuring our campuses are safe and
conducive to learning.  


